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[Music] this is cnn [Music] storm clouds swirl outside this majestically lit united states capital what began as a 
balmy evening here has turned into a typically frigid rainy january night and a tempest may also be brewing 
inside as president clinton reflects on a momentous first year in office and sets an ambitious agenda for 
1994. this is a cnn special president clinton's first state of the union [Music] address [Music] good evening 
from washington i'm judy woodruff and i'm bernard shaw bill clinton likes to be known as a man of policy 
willing to take on the issues quick to delve into the details and after combing through his programs writing 
and rewriting the president lays it all out for the american people the word from the white house is that this 
state of the union message will be devoted primarily to the domestic issues that concern americans the most 
crime welfare health care and the steadily growing u.s economy for a preview we go first to cnn senior white 
house correspondent wolf blitzer wolf judy the president will begin the speech tonight by stressing his 
accomplishments this past year specifically on the economy he will take credit for some of the low uh budget 
numbers the reduced deficit certainly he will try to take credit for the low inflation rate and the low interest 
rates but he will move quickly to the centerpiece of what is his administration's major initiative during the 
second year in office namely health care reform and he will insist that the country needs universal coverage 
health care for everyone affordable health care no one can take away 
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health care no one can take away he will also stress a more popular issue right now which namely is crime 
and specifically he will endorse the notion three strikes and you're out meaning three violent felonies and 
you're never again going to be eligible for parole on welfare reform the president will insist that the country 
must end welfare in his words as we know it and he will stipulate that for most welfare recipients two years 
will be the limit finally there will be a section on national security international affairs the president will try to 
stress how he's worked to promote democracy around the world in russia and central europe eastern europe 
he will point to a democracy emerging in south africa the arab israeli peace process there won't be any 
discussion though of some of the foreign policy failures bosnia somalia haiti judy all right thanks wolf and we 
want you to continue to stand by and we want to bring in bob franken cnn's capitol hill correspondent bob 
what are the members that you've been talking to expecting to hear tonight well first of all what they're 
expecting to hear is a bit of self-congratulation they really had by the time the year was over a fairly 
productive year last year it was capped of course by the nafta success for the uh the president and uh then 
even as the session was closing he was successful in getting the brady bill you'll remember that of course 


now he's moving on to the big ones and that of course is highlighted as wolf said by health care that is 
everybody's priority up here this year this is an election year and basically everybody has decided that the 
election their election the success of each party is going to depend on how they handle the health care issue 
of course there's a clinton health care proposal there are a variety of other proposals remember probably the 
most serious competitor to the clinton health care proposal comes from a democrat actually it's a coalition of 
conservative democrats and republicans it's the jim cooper health care plan which as i said is probably the 
most serious competitor to health care the other issue that has forced its way to the forefront is crime both 
parties are going to be trying to 
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both parties are going to be trying to outdo each other to look tough on crime the problem is they're really a 
variety of proposals out there and a variety of philosophies about what to do about crime there are those who 
want to emphasize punishment there are those who would like to emphasize rehabilitation and the social 
issues so crime and health care are going to be the two things which the members probably feel that they're 
going to have to do something about this year as we can see the chamber is filling slowly as they get ready 
for the president to deliver his state of the union address we are hearing that the president might be a little 
late we're not exactly sure of the reason but this is really quite a massive event when you uh the capitol 
becomes swarming with police you have just about every dignitary in the western world it seems going into 
one room that is the house of representatives chamber we're expecting now to hear about a one-hour 
address then we'll begin which should be a long long congressional session really focusing mainly on two 
issues mainly two issues as i said health care and crime all right thanks bob franken and we know you'll be 
standing by too and i guess bernie what we're also hearing is that some of the delay that that may happen 
right now has to do with the difficulty in getting people into the chamber and taking their seats there is some 
rough weather outside rough weather indeed judy and uh for all of our viewers you as you know in our 
coverage of the state of the union addresses normally we talk for a little while and go right to the president as 
judy indicated this chamber is slow to fill up tonight it's yucky outside to be quite blunt about it and these 
guests are in the gallery left-hand side of your screen lane kirkland president of the afl the cio and that's very 
interesting that he's there we're going to call in our public opinion analyst bill schneider as we do we'll tell you 
the president is on time he's in a holding room they're waiting for the chamber to fill up bill there's an 
interesting battle going on in this capital tonight it seems to be a battle for the minds and the support of the 
american voters well that's right and i think we're going to hear the president veer between one message 
from which he points with pride towards all of his achievements the other message is that he views with 
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other message is that he views with alarm all the problems we have out there he's going to have to seek a 
balance between those two message messages he wants to point with pride to say it's working the program 
is in place we have to stay the course to quote ronald reagan which i don't think he will do and continue the 
program that we've set he wants to view with alarm because he still has a big agenda health care welfare 
reform and he wants to make a lot of changes so he has to say we can't be complacent there's still a lot of 
changes we need to make can you tell us very briefly bill schneider why is it that the message health care 
reform we heard as congress went out is a different message we're hearing as we come in well uh at the 
moment to help mr speaker the chief justice of the united states and the associate justice of the supreme 
court we're going to hear some announcements formal announcements of very important percentages as 
they file into this chamber and that the supreme court is just being announced by the house doorkeeper bill 
indicates that we are some time away from hearing him say mr speaker the president of the united states 
that's right the supreme court is gathering in fact the entire government that's all three branches of 
government congress the supreme court the president are all in one room this is a rare occasion once a year 
in american government you were asked me before about the health care issue it has changed its texture a 
bit in the nine weeks since congress went into recess uh health care last year was clearly a major crisis it 
was one of the top issues facing the country and in the last nine or ten weeks i think the sense of crisis has 
diminished there's less pressure on congress two reasons one is that the figures came out showing that 


inflation and healthcare costs is lower than it's been in two decades so the situation is improving and second 
of all the economy seems to be recovering the news from the last economic quarter was quite good it was 
the recession of 1990 and 91 that created the health care crisis because so many americans particularly 
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because so many americans particularly white-collar workers were threatened with losing their jobs and their 
health care and now that there seems to be a recovery moving ahead the sense of crisis is diminishing and 
the president needs to recreate that if he wants to get his health care plan passed all right bernie and i are 
just hearing uh that the president who has been in a holding room just next to this chamber is uh leaving the 
holding room and is now making his way to the chamber in a moment we're going to hear i think it's the 
sergeant-at-arms is that right whose name is werner brandt who's going to announce that the president is 
coming in all this very much follows tradition for these joint sessions of congress which the president speaks 
at as we've pointed out this is the president's first formal state of the union address but he did speak to two 
joint sessions of congress last year one in february when he laid out his economic plan for the year and the 
second one in september when he talked about health care we think the announcement is about to come 
and as we await the announcement by the sergeant-at-arms announcing the president united states always 
one member of the cabinet stays back just in case god forbid there's something catastrophic that might 
happen in this chamber we should mention that this is a constitutional requirement the constitution says mr 
speaker president of the united [Applause] states still here you're still here 
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still here you're still here [Music] how are you i missed you the last time bill schneider why does this 
president feel that he is a democrat has got to show the republicans that he and his party are just as tough 
on crime as the republicans well crime is the number one issue facing the country uh the republicans think 
that the issue is a gift to them because they've always seen themselves as the tough on crime party but 
clinton has has really tried to preempt this issue with some success he supports the death penalty many 
democrats like michael dukakis did not he is for boot camps for first-time offenders um a lot of democrats 
have gone out of their way to prove that their new democrats like president clinton they take a different line 
not the conventional liberal line on issues like crime and they are stealing the issue right from under the 
republicans noses republicans are not very happy about that no indeed they in fact one of them senator phil 
graham said the president's a phony on crime the other day we're going to hear the speaker of the house 
formally announce the president to this chamber at some point you might see in the gallery sitting next to first 
lady hillary rodham clinton tommy o'neil he's the eldest son of the former and late speaker thomas tip o'neill 
who as you know died he's also a former lieutenant governor of massachusetts that's sitting there bernie was 
pointing 
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that's sitting there bernie was pointing out that uh next to mrs clinton lane kirkland who's the head of the afl- 
cio on her other side is the ceo of general motors jack smith [Applause] and the diplomatic corps is seated to 
let me see if i can remember quickly to the president's left on the floor of the house chamber they always are 
along the wall right here in the foreground here if my angle is correct here that right there just to the left of the 
cnn logo there it's interesting that lane kirkland is there in the gallery with the first lady because the organized 
labor uh constituency was very angry over nafta just a couple of months ago but they support the president 
on health care and lane kirkland is very prominently in attendance tonight maybe they're ready to bury the 
hatchet someone else is prominently in attendance jim brady former press secretary to ronald reagan who of 
course was shot the day president reagan was shot jim brady has been instrumental he and his wife sarah in 
pushing through the handgun reform legislation we all know well now by the name the brady bill this is going 
to be a long one tonight [Applause] thank you very much members of congress i have the high privilege and 
the distinct honor of presenting to you the president of the united states well judy and bill clearly this 


president is anxious to go he almost started his speech before he was introduced formally by the speaker of 
the house bill and bernie has the president ever come into that chamber and not been profusely applauded i 
can't remember only presidential been in a lot of trouble and several recent ones work 
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trouble and several recent ones work and the party that has the control of the white house yells loudest thank 
you very much mr speaker mr president members of the 103rd congress my fellow americans i'm not at all 
sure what speech is in the teleprompter tonight but i hope we can talk about the state of the union i ask you 
to begin by recalling the memory of the giant who presided over this chamber with such force and grace tip 
o'neill liked to call himself a man of the house and he surely was that but even more he was a man of the 
people a bricklayer's son who helped to build the great american middle class temp o'neill never forgot who 
he was where he came from or who sent him here tonight he's smiling down on us for the first time from the 
lord's gallery but in his honor may we too always remember who we are where we come from and who sent 
us here if we do that we will return over and over again to the principle that if we simply give ordinary people 
equal opportunity quality education and a fair shot at the american dream they will do extraordinary things we 
gather tonight in a world of changes so profound and rapid that all nations are tested our american heritage 
has always been to master such change to use it to expand opportunity at home 
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opportunity at home and our leadership abroad but for too long and in too many ways that heritage was 
abandoned and our country drifted for 30 years family life in america has been breaking down for 20 years 
the wages of working people have been stagnant are declining for the 12 years of trickle-down economics 
we built a false prosperity on a hollow base as our national debt quadrupled from 1989 to 1992 we 
experienced the slowest growth in a half century for too many families even when both parents were working 
the american dream has been slipping away in 1992 the american people demanded that we change a year 
ago i asked all of you to join me in accepting responsibility for the future of our country well we did we 
replaced drift and deadlock with renewal and reform and i want to thank every one of you here who heard the 
american people who broke gridlock who gave them the most successful teamwork between a president and 
a congress in 30 years this congress this congress produced a budget that cut the deficit by half a trillion 
dollars cut spending and raised income taxes on only the wealthiest americans this congress produced tax 
relief for millions of low-income workers to reward work over welfare it produced nafta it produced the brady 
bill now the brady law and thank you jim brady for being here and god bless you sir 
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here and god bless you sir [Applause] [Music] this congress produced tax cuts to reduce the taxes of 9 out of 
10 small businesses who use the money to invest more and create more jobs it produced more research and 
treatment for aids more childhood immunizations more support for women's health research more affordable 
college loans for the middle class a new national service program for those who want to give something back 
to their country and their communities for higher education a dramatic increase in high-tech investments to 
move us from a defense to a domestic high-tech economy this congress produced a new law the motor voter 
bills to help millions of people register to vote it produced family and medical leave all passed all signed into 
law with not one single [Applause] veto these accomplishments were all commitments i made when i sought 
this office and in fairness they all had to be passed by you in this congress but i am persuaded that the real 
credit belongs to the people who sent us here who pay our salaries who hold our feet to the fire but what we 
do here is really beginning to change lives let me just give you one example i will never forget what the family 
and medical leave law meant to just one father i met early one sunday morning in the white house it was 
unusual to see a family there touring early sunday morning but he had his wife and his three children there 
one of them in a wheelchair i came up and after we had our picture taken and had a little visit i was 
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taken and had a little visit i was walking off and that man grabbed me by the arm and he said mr president let 
me tell you something my little girl here is desperately ill she's probably not going to make it but because of 
the family leave law i was able to take time off to spend with her the most important time i ever spent in my 
life without losing my job and hurting the rest of my family it means more to me than i will ever be able to say 
don't you people up here ever think what you do doesn't make a difference it does though we are making a 
difference our work has just begun many americans still haven't felt the impact of what we've done the 
recovery still hasn't touched every community or created enough jobs incomes are still stagnant there's still 
too much violence and not enough hope in too many places abroad the young democracies we are strongly 
supporting still face very difficult times and look to us for leadership and so tonight let us resolve to continue 
the journey of renewal to create more and better jobs to guarantee health security for all to reward welfare or 
work over welfare to promote democracy abroad and to begin to reclaim our streets from violent crime and 
drugs and gangs to renew our own american community last year we began to put our house in order by 
tackling the budget deficit that was driving us toward bankruptcy we cut 255 billion dollars in spending 
including entitlements and over 340 separate budget items we froze domestic spending and used 
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we froze domestic spending and used honest budget numbers led by the vice president we launched a 
campaign to reinvent government we cut staff cut perks even trimmed the fleet of federal limousines after 
years of leaders whose rhetoric attacked bureaucracy but whose actions expanded it we will actually reduce 
it by 252 000 people over the next five years by the time we have finished the federal bureaucracy will be at 
its lowest point in 30 years [Applause] because the deficit was so large and because they benefited from tax 
cuts in the 1980s we did ask the wealthiest americans to pay more to reduce the deficit so on april the 15th 
the american people will discover the truth about what we did last year on taxes only the top one yeah listen 
the top 1.2 percent of americans as i said all along will pay higher income tax rates let me repeat [Music] only 
the wealthiest 1.2 percent of americans will face higher income tax rates and no one else will and that is the 
[Applause] truth thank you [Music] of course there were as there always are in politics naysayers who said 
this plan wouldn't work but they were wrong when i became president the experts predicted that next year's 
deficit would be 300 billion dollars but because we acted those same people 
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but because we acted those same people now say the deficit's going to be under 180 billion dollars 40 
percent lower than was previously [Applause] predicted our economic program has helped to produce the 
lowest core inflation rate and the lowest interest rates in 20 years and because those interest rates are down 
business investment and equipment is growing at seven times the rate of the previous four years auto sales 
are way up home sales at a record high millions of americans have refinanced their homes and our economy 
has produced 1.6 million private sector jobs in 1993 more than were created in the previous four years 
combined the people [Music] the people who supported this economic plan should be proud of its early 
results proud but everyone in this chamber should know and acknowledge that there is more to do next 
month i will send you one of the toughest budgets ever presented to congress it will cut spending in more 
than 300 programs eliminate 100 domestic programs and reforms the ways in which governments buy goods 
and services this year we must again make the hard choices to live within the hard spending ceilings we 
have set we must do it we have proved we can bring the deficit down without choking 
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bring the deficit down without choking off recovery without punishing seniors of the middle class and without 
putting our national security at risk if you will stick with this plan we will post three consecutive years of 
declining deficits for the first time since harry truman lived in the white house and once again the buck stops 
here [Music] our economic plan also bolsters our strength and our credibility around the world once we 
reduce the deficit and put the steel back into our competitive edge the world echoed with the sound of falling 
trade barriers in one year with nafta with gat with our efforts in asia and the national export strategy we did 


more to open world markets to american products than at any time in the last two generations that means 
more jobs and rising living standards for the american people low deficits low inflation low interest rates low 
trade barriers and high investments these are the building blocks of our recovery but if we want to take full 
advantage of the opportunities before us in the global economy you all know we must do more as we reduce 
defense spending i ask congress to invest more in the technologies of tomorrow defense conversion will 
keep us strong militarily and create jobs for our people here at home [Applause] as we protect our 
environment we must 
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as we protect our environment we must invest in the environmental technologies of the future which will 
create jobs this year we will fight for a revitalized clean water act and a safe drinking water act anda 
reformed superfund program and the vice president is right we must also work with the private sector to 
connect every classroom every clinic every library every hospital in america into a national information 
superhighway by the year 2000. think of it instant access to information will increase productivity will help to 
educate our children it will provide better medical care it will create jobs and i call on the congress to pass 
legislation to establish that information superhighway this year as we expand opportunity and create jobs no 
one can be left out we must continue to enforce fair lending in fair housing and all civil rights laws because 
america will never be complete in its renewal until everyone shares in its bounty [Applause] but we all know 
too we can do all these things put our economic house in order expand world trade target the jobs of the 
future guarantee equal opportunity but if we're honest we'll all admit that this strategy still cannot work unless 
we also give our people the education training and skills they need to seize the opportunities of tomorrow we 
must set tough world-class academic and occupational standards for all our children and give our teachers 
and students the tools they need to meet them 
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tools they need to meet them our goals 2000 proposal will empower individual school districts to experiment 
with ideas like chartering their schools to be run by private corporations or having more public school choice 
to do whatever they wish to do as long as we measure every school by one high standard are our children 
learning what they need to know to compete and win in the global economy [Applause] goals 2000 links 
world-class standards to grassroots reforms and i hope congress will pass it without delay our school the 
work initiative will for the first time link school to the world of work providing at least one year of 
apprenticeship beyond high school after all most of the people we're counting on to build our economic future 
won't graduate from college it's time to stop ignoring them and start empowering them [Music] we must 
literally transform our outdated unemployment system into a new re-employment system the old 
unemployment system just sort of kept you going while you waited for your old job to come back we've got to 
have a new system to move people into new and better jobs because most of those old jobs just don't come 
back and we know that the only way to have real job security in the future to get a good job with a growing 
income is to have real skills and the ability to learn new ones so we've got to streamline today's patchwork of 
training programs and make them a source of new skill for our people who lose their jobs re-employment not 
unemployment must become the centerpiece of our economic renewal i urge you to pass it in this session of 
congress 
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and just as we must transform our unemployment system so must we also revolutionize our welfare system it 
doesn't work it defies our values as a nation if we value work we can't justify a system that makes welfare 
more attractive than work if people are worried about losing their health care [Applause] if we if we value 
responsibility we can't ignore the 34 billion dollars in child support absent parents ought to be paying to 
millions of parents who are taking care of their children if we value strong families we can't perpetuate a 
system that actually penalizes those who stay together can you believe that a child who has a child gets 
more money from the government for leaving home than for staying home with a parent or a grandparent 


that's not just bad policy it's wrong and we ought to change i worked on this problem for years before i 
became president with other governors and with members of congress of both parties and with the previous 
administration of another party i worked on it with people who were on welfare lots of them and i want to say 
something to everybody here who cares about this issue the people who most want to change this system 
are the people who are dependent on it they want to get off welfare they want to go back to work they want 
to do right by their kids i once had a hearing when i was a governor and i brought in people on welfare or 
from all over america who had found their way to work the woman from my state who testified was asked this 
question she's what's the best thing about being off 


00:34:00 (https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFWtW4kfreo&t=2040s 





what's the best thing about being off welfare in a job and without blinking an eye she looked at 40 governors 
and she said when my boy goes to school and they say what does your mother do for a living he can give an 
answer these people want a better system and we ought to give it to them last year we began this we gave 
the states more power to innovate because we know that a lot of great ideas come from outside washington 
and many states are already using it then this congress took a dramatic step instead of taxing people with 
modest incomes into poverty we help them to work their way out of poverty by dramatically increasing the 
earned income tax credit it will lift 15 million working families out of poverty rewarding work over welfare 
making it possible for people to be successful workers and successful parents now that's real welfare reform 
but there is more to be done this spring i will send you a comprehensive welfare reform bill that builds on the 
family support act of 1988 and restores the basic values of work and responsibility we'll say to teenagers if 
you have a child out of wedlock we'll no longer give you a check to set up a separate household we want 
families to stay together say to absent parents who aren't paying their child support if you're not providing for 
your children will garnish your wages suspend your license track you across state lines and if necessary 
make some of you work off what you owe people 
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people who bring children into this world cannot and must not walk away from them but to all those who 
depend on welfare we should offer ultimately a simple compact we'll provide the support the job training the 
child care you need for up to two years but after that anyone who can work must in the private sector 
wherever possible in community service if necessary that's the only way we'll ever make welfare what it 
ought to be a second chance not a way of life [Music] well thank you [Music] [Applause] i know it will be 
difficult to tackle welfare reform in 1994 at the same time we tackle health care but let me point out i think it is 
inevitable and imperative it is estimated that 1 million people are on welfare today because it's the only way 
they can get health care coverage for their children those who choose to leave welfare for jobs without health 
benefits and many entry level jobs don't have health benefits find themselves in the incredible position of 
paying taxes that help to pay for health care coverage for those who made the other choice to stay on 
welfare no wonder people leave work and go back to welfare to get health care coverage we got to solve the 
health care problem to have real welfare reform 
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so this year we will make history by reforming the health care system and i would say to you all of you my 
fellow public servants this is another issue where the people are way ahead of the politicians the that may 
not be popular with either party but it happens to be the truth you know the first lady has received now almost 
a million letters from people all across america and from all walks of life i'd like to share just one of them with 
you richard anderson of reno nevada lost his job and withered his health insurance two weeks later his wife 
judy suffered a cerebral aneurysm he rushed her to the hospital where she stayed in intensive care for 21 
days the anderson's billed for over 120 thousand dollars although judy recovered and richard went back to 
work at eight dollars an hour the bills were too much for them and they were literally forced into bankruptcy 
mrs clinton he wrote to hillary no one in the united states of america should have to lose everything they 


worked for all their lives because they were unfortunate enough to become ill it was to help the richard and 
judy andersons of america that the first lady and so many others have worked so hard and so long on this 
health care reform issue we owe them our thanks and our action 
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maybe i know there are people here who say there's no health care crisis tell it to richard and judy anderson 
tell it to the 58 million americans who have no coverage at all for some time each year tell it to the 81 million 
americans with those pre-existing conditions those folks are paying more or they can't get insurance at all or 
they can't ever change their jobs because they are someone in their family has one of those pre-existing 
conditions if you tell it to the small businesses burdened by skyrocketing costs of insurance most small 
businesses cover their employees and they pay on average 35 percent more in premiums than big 
businesses or government or tell it to the 76 percent of insured americans three out of four whose policies 
have lifetime limits and that means they can find themselves without any coverage at all just when they need 
it the most so if any of you believe there's no crisis you tell it to those people because i can't [Applause] there 
are some people who literally do not understand the impact of this problem on people's lives but all you have 
to do is go out and listen to them just go talk to them anywhere in any congressional district in this country 
they're republicans and democrats and independents it doesn't have a lick to do with party they think we 
don't get it and it's time we show them that we do get it 
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from the day we began our health care initiative has been designed to strengthen what is good about our 
health care system the world's best health care professionals cutting edge research and wonderful research 
institutions medicare for older americans none of this none of it should be put at risk but we're paying more 
and more money for less and less care every year fewer and fewer americans even get to choose their 
doctors every year doctors and nurses spend more time on paperwork and less time with patients because 
of the absolute bureaucratic nightmare the present system has become this system is riddled with 
inefficiency with abuse with fraud and everybody knows it in today's health care system insurance 
companies call the shots they pick whom they cover and how they cover them they can cut off your benefits 
when you need your coverage the most they are in charge what does it mean it means every night millions of 
well-insured americans go to bed just an illness an accident or a pink slip away from having no coverage or 
financial ruin it means every morning millions of americans go to work without any health insurance at all 
something that workers in no other advanced country in the world do it means that every year more and 
more hardworking people are told to pick a new doctor because their boss has had to pick a new plan and 
countless others turn down better jobs because they know if they take the better job they'll lose their health 
insurance if we just let the health care system continue to drift our country will have people with less care 
fewer choices and higher bills now our approach protects the quality of care and people's choices it builds on 
what works today in the private sector to expand employer-based coverage to guarantee private insurance 
for every american 
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private insurance for every american and i might say employer-based private insurance for every american 
was proposed 20 years ago by president richard nixon to the united states congress it was a good idea then 
and it's a better idea today why why do we want guaranteed private insurance because right now 9 out of 10 
people who have insurance get it through their employers and that should continue and if your employer is 
providing good benefits at reasonable prices that should continue too that ought to make the congress and 
the president feel better our goal is health insurance everybody can depend on comprehensive benefits that 
cover preventive care in prescription drugs health premiums that don't just explode when you get sick or you 
get older the power no matter how small your business is to choose dependable insurance at the same 
competitive rates governments and big business get today one simple form for people who are sick and most 
of all the freedom to choose a plan and the right to choose your own doctor our approach protects older 


americans every plan before the congress proposes to slow the growth of medicare the difference is this we 
believe those savings should be used to improve health care for senior citizens medicare must be protected 
and it should cover prescription drugs and we should take the first steps in covering long-term care to those 
who would cut medicare without protecting seniors i say the solution to today's squeeze on middle class 
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middle class working people's health care is not to put the squeeze on middle class retired people's health 
care we can do better than that when it's all said and done it's pretty simple to me insurance ought to mean 
what it used to mean you pay a fair price for security and when you get sick health care is always there no 
matter what along with the guarantee of health security we all have to admit too there must be more 
responsibility on the part of all of us and how we use this system people have to take their kids to get 
immunized we should all take advantage of preventive care we must all work together to stop the violence 
that explodes our emergency rooms we have to practice better health habits and we can't abuse the system 
and those who don't have insurance under our approach will get coverage but they'll have to pay something 
for it too the minority of businesses that provide no insurance at all and in so doing shift the cost of the care 
of their employees to others should contribute something people who smoke should pay more for a pack of 
cigarettes everybody can contribute something if we want to solve the health care crisis there can't be any 
more something for nothing it will not be easy but it can be done in the coming months i hope very much to 
work with both democrats and republicans to reform a health care system by using the market to bring down 
costs and to achieve lasting health security but if you look at history we see that for 60 years this country has 
tried to reform health care president roosevelt tried president truman tried president nixon tried president 
carter tried every time the special interests were powerful enough to defeat them 
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enough to defeat them but not this time [Applause] i know that facing up to these interests will require 
courage it will raise critical questions about the way we finance our campaigns and how lobbyists yield their 
influence the work of change frankly will never get any easier until we limit the influence of well-financed 
interests who profit from this current system so i also must now call on you to finish the job both houses 
began last year by passing tough and meaningful campaign finance reform and lobbying reform legislation 
this year thank you [Music] you know my fellow americans this is really a test for all of us the american 
people provide those of us in government service with terrific health care benefits at reasonable cost we 
have health care that's always there i think we need to give every hard-working tax-paying american the 
same healthcare security they have already given to us 
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i want to make this very clear i am open as i have said repeatedly to the best ideas of concerned members of 
both parties i have no special brief for any specific approach even in our own bill except this if you send me 
legislation that does not guarantee every american private health insurance that can never be taken away 
you will force me to take this pin veto the legislation and we'll come right back here and start all over again 
what but i don't think that's going to happen i think we're ready to act now i believe that you're ready to act 
now and if you're ready to guarantee every american the same health care that you have health care that 
can never be taken away now not next year or the year after now is the time to stand with the people who 
sent us here now thank you [Applause] 
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as we take these steps together to renew our strength at home we cannot turn away from our obligation to 
renew our leadership abroad this is a promising moment because of the agreements we have reached this 
year last year russia's strategic nuclear missiles soon will no longer be pointed at the united states nor will 
we point ours at them instead of building weapons in space russian scientists will help us to build the 
international space station [Applause] [Music] of course there are still dangers in the world rampant arms 


proliferation bitter regional conflicts ethnic and nationalist tensions in many new democracies severe 
environmental degradation the world over and fanatics who seek to the world cities with terror as the world's 
greatest power we must therefore maintain our defenses and our responsibilities this year we secured 
indictments against terrorists and sanctions against those who harbor them we work to promote 
environmentally sustainable economic growth we achieved agreements with ukraine with belarus with 
kazakhstan to eliminate completely their nuclear arsenals we are working to achieve a korean peninsula free 
of nuclear weapons we will seek early ratification of a treaty to ban chemical weapons worldwide and earlier 
today we joined with over 30 nations to begin negotiations on a comprehensive ban to stop all nuclear testing 
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[Applause] but nothing nothing is more important to our security than our nation's armed forces we honor 
their contributions including those who are carrying out the longest humanitarian airlift in history in bosnia 
[Applause] those who will complete their mission in somalia this year and their brave comrades who gave 
their lives there [Applause] our forces are the finest military our nation has ever had and i have pledged that 
as long as i am president they will remain the best equipped the best trained and the best prepared fighting 
force on the face of the earth [Applause] last year i proposed a defense plan that maintains our post-cold war 
security at a lower cost this year many people urge me to cut our defense spending further to pay for other 
government programs i said no the budget i send to congress draws the line against further defense cuts it 
protects the readiness and quality of our forces ultimately the best strategy is to do that we must not cut 
defense further i hope the congress without regard to party will support that [Music] 
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position ultimately ultimately the best strategy to ensure our security and to build a durable peace is to 
support the advance of democracy elsewhere democracies don't attack each other they make better trading 
partners and partners in diplomacy that is why we have supported you and i the democratic reformers in 
russia and in the other states of the former soviet bloc i applaud the bipartisan support this congress 
provided last year for our initiatives to help russia ukraine and the other states through their epic 
transformations our support of reform must combine patience for the enormity of the task and vigilance for 
our fundamental interests and values we will continue to urge russia and the other states to press ahead with 
economic reforms and we will seek to cooperate with russia to solve regional problems while insisting that if 
russian troops operate in neighboring states they do so only when those states agree to their presence and 
in strict accord with international standards [Applause] [Music] but we must also remember as these nations 
chart their own futures and they must chart their own futures how much more secure and more prosperous 
our own people will be if democratic and market reforms succeed all across the former communist bloc our 
policy has been to support that move and that has been the policy of the congress we should continue it that 
is why i went to europe earlier this month to work with our european partners to help to integrate all the 
former communist countries into a europe that has the possibility of becoming unified for the first time in its 
entire history 


00:58:02 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFWtW4kfreo&t=3482s 





for the first time in its entire history its entire history based on the simple commitments of all nations in 
europe to democracy to free markets and to respect for existing borders with our allies we have created a 
partnership for peace that invites states from the former soviet bloc and other non-nato members to work 
with nato in military cooperation when i met with central europe's leaders including lekwensen and vaclav 
havel men who put their lives on the line for freedom i told them that the security of their region is important 
to our country's security this year we must also do more to support democratic renewal and human rights 
and sustainable development all around the world we will ask congress to ratify the new gad accord we will 
continue standing by south africa as it works its way through its bold and hopeful and difficult transition to 
democracy we will convene a summit of the western hemisphere's democratic leaders from canada to the tip 
of south america and we will continue to press for the restoration of true democracy in [Applause] haiti so 


[Music] and as we build a more constructive relationship with china we must continue to insist on clear signs 
of improvement in that nation's human rights record [Applause] we will also work for new progress toward the 
middle east peace last year the world watched ishtak rabin 
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last year the world watched ishtak rabin and yasir arafat at the white house when they had their historic 
handshake of reconciliation but there is a long hard road ahead and on that road i am determined that i and 
our administration will do all we can to achieve a comprehensive and lasting peace for all the peoples of the 
region now there are some in our country who argue that with the cold war america should turn its back on 
the rest of the world many around the world were afraid we would do just that but i took this office on a 
pledge that had no partisan tang to keep our nation secure by remaining engaged in the rest of the world and 
this year because of our work together enacting nafta keeping our military strong and prepared supporting 
democracy abroad we have reaffirmed america's leadership america's engagement and as a result the 
american people are more secure than they were before but while americans are more secure from threats 
abroad i think we all know that in many ways we are less secure from threats here at home every day the 
national peace is shattered by crime in petaluma california an innocent slumber party gives way to agonizing 
tragedy for the family of poly class an ordinary train ride on long island ends in a hail of nine millimeter 
rounds a tourist in florida is nearly burned alive by bigots simply because he is black right here in our nation's 
capital a brave young man named jason white a policeman the son and grandson of policemen is ruthlessly 
gunned down 
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is ruthlessly gunned down violent crime and the fear it provokes are crippling our society limiting personal 
freedom and fraying the ties that bind us the crime bill before congress gives you a chance to do something 
about it a chance to be tough and smart what does that mean let me begin by saying i care a lot about this 
issue many years ago when i started out in public life i was the attorney general of my state i served as a 
governor for a dozen years i know what it's like to sign laws increasing penalties to build more prison cells to 
carry out the death penalty i understand this issue and it is not a simple thing first we must recognize that 
most violent crimes are committed by a small percentage of criminals who too often break the laws even 
when they're on parole now those who commit crimes should be punished and those who commit repeated 
violent crimes should be told when you commit a third violent crime you will be put away and put away for 
good three strikes and you are out so second we must take serious steps to reduce violence and prevent 
crime beginning with more police officers and more community policing we know we know right now that 
police who work 
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we know right now that police who work the streets know the folks have the respect of the neighborhood kids 
focus on high crime areas we know that they are more likely to prevent crime as well as catch criminals look 
at the experience of houston where the crime rate dropped 17 in one year when that approach was taken 
here tonight is one of those community policemen a brave young detective kevin jett whose beat is eight 
square blocks in one of the toughest neighborhoods in new york every day he restores some sanity and 
safety and a sense of values and connection to the people whose lives he protects i'd like to ask him to stand 
up and be recognized tonight thank you sir [Applause] [Music] [Applause] [Music] you will be given a chance 
to give the children of this country the law-abiding working people of this country and don't forget in the 
toughest neighborhoods in this country in the highest crime neighborhoods in this country the vast majority of 
people get up every day and obey the law pay their taxes do their best to raise their kids they deserve people 
like kevin jett and you're going to be given the chance to give the american people another 100 000 of them 
well trained and i urge you to do it 
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you have before you crime legislation which also establishes a police corps to encourage young people to 
get an education to pay it off by serving as police officers which encourages retiring military personnel to 
move into police forces an inordinate resource for our country one which has a safe schools provision which 
will give our young people the chance to walk to school and safety and to be in school and safety instead of 
dodging bullets these are important things the third thing we have to do is to build on the brady bill the brady 
law to take further steps to take further steps to keep guns out of the hands of criminals i want to say 
something about this issue hunters must always be free to hunt law-abiding adults should always be free to 
own guns and protect their homes i respect that part of our culture i grew up in it but i want to ask the 
sportsmen and others who lawfully own guns to join us in this campaign to reduce gun violence i say to you i 
know you didn't create this problem but we need your help to solve it there is no sporting purpose on earth 
that should stop the united states congress from banishing assault weapons that outgun police and cut down 
children fourth we must remember that drugs are a 
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fourth we must remember that drugs are a factor in an enormous percentage of crimes recent studies 
indicate sadly that drug use is on the rise again among our young people the crime bill contains all the crime 
bills contained more money for drug treatment for criminal addicts and boot camps for youthful offenders that 
include incentives to get off drugs and to stay off drugs our administration's budget with all its cuts contains a 
large increase in funding for drug treatment and drug education you must pass them both we need them 
desperately my fellow americans the problem of violence is an american problem it has no partisan or 
philosophical element therefore i urge you to find ways as quickly as possible to set aside partisan 
differences and pass a strong smart tough crime bill [Applause] but further i urge you to consider this as you 
demand tougher penalties for those who choose violence let us also remember how we came to this sad 
point in our toughest neighborhoods on our meanest streets in our poorest rural areas we have seen a 
stunning and simultaneous breakdown of community family and work the heart and soul of civilized society 
this has created a vast vacuum which has been filled by violence and drugs and gangs 
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so i ask you to remember that even as we say no to crime we must give people especially our young people 
something to say yes to so many of our initiatives from job training to welfare reform to health care to 
national service will help to rebuild distressed communities to strengthen families to provide work but more 
needs to be done that's what our community empowerment agenda is all about challenging businesses to 
provide more investment through empowerment zones ensuring banks will make loans in the same 
communities their deposits come from passing legislation to unleash the power of capital through community 
development banks to create jobs opportunity and hope where they're needed most but i think you know that 
to really solve this problem we'll all have to put our heads together leave our ideological armor aside and find 
some new ideas to do even more and let's be honest we all know something else too our problems go way 
beyond the reach of government they're rooted in the loss of values and the disappearance of work and the 
breakdown of our families and our communities my fellow americans we can cut the deficit create jobs 
promote democracy around the world pass welfare reform and health care pass the toughest crime bill in 
history still leave too many of our people behind the american people have got to want to change from within 
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change from within if we're going to bring back work and family and community we cannot renew our country 
when within a decade more than half of the children will be born into families where there has been no 
marriage we cannot renew this country when 13 year old boys get semi-automatic weapons to shoot nine- 
year-olds for kicks we can't renew our country when children are having children and the fathers walk away 
as if the kids don't amount to anything we can't renew the country when our businesses eagerly look for new 
investments and new customers abroad but ignore those people right here at home who'd give anything to 
have their jobs and would gladly buy their products if they had the money to do it [Applause] we can't renew 


our country unless more of us i mean all of us are willing to join the churches and the other good citizens 
people like all the black ministers i've worked with over the years are the priests and the nuns i met at our 
lady of help in east los angeles or my good friend tony campolo and philadelphia unless we're willing to work 
with people like that people who are saving kids adopting schools making streets safer all of us can do that 
we can't renew our country until we realize that governments don't raise children parents do 
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so parents who know their children's teachers and turn off the television and help with the homework and 
teach their kids right from wrong those kind of parents can make all the difference i know i had one 
[Applause] and i'm telling you we have got to stop pointing our fingers at these kids who have no future and 
reach our hands out to them our country needs it we need it and they deserve it and so i say to you tonight 
let's give our children a future let us take away their guns and give them books let us overcome their despair 
and replace it with hope let us by our example teach them to obey the law respect our neighbors and cherish 
our values let us weave these 30 threads into a new american community that can once more stand strong 
against the forces of despair and evil because everybody has a chance to walk into a better tomorrow oh 
there will be naysayers who fear that 
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oh there will be naysayers who fear that we won't be equal to the challenges of this time but they misread 
our history our heritage even today's headlines all those things tell us we can and we will overcome any 
challenge when the earth shook and fires raged in california when i saw the mississippi deluge the farmlands 
of the midwest in a 500 year flood when the century's bitterest cold swept from north dakota to newport news 
it seemed as though the world itself was coming apart at the seams but the american people they just came 
together they rose to the occasion neighbor helping neighbors strangers risking life and limb to stay total 
strangers showing the better angels of our nature let us not reserve the better angels only for natural 
disasters leaving our deepest and most profound problems to petty political fighting let us let us instead be 
true to our spirit facing facts coming together bringing hope and moving forward tonight my fellow americans 
we are summoned to answer a question as old as the republic itself what is the state of our union it is 
growing stronger it must be stronger still with your help and god's help it will be thank you and god bless 
america 
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[Applause] okay [Music] with some poignant words at the end about family and about children and renewal 
president clinton have just given an energetic and sweeping review of his accomplishments during his first 
year in office as you can see he's making his way out of the house chamber now and he also spoke about 
his aspirations for the coming year from welfare reform to health care where the president said he will veto 
he flat said he will veto any health care reform legislation that does not guarantee every american private 
health insurance in his words that can never be taken away he spoke about crime legislation he spoke briefly 
about international policy priorities he spoke at the end about a breakdown of community and family and 
work overall it was a broad and ambitious a mostly domestically focused address and by my county was 
interrupted over the hour and three minutes that we think it lasted at least 63 times the president continues to 
make his way out of the chamber and as he does we want to bring in our white house correspondent wolf 
blitzer wolfe how much of this speech was bill clinton himself and how much of it was the speech writers at 
the white house well i think it's fair to say judy that most of the speech was certainly bill clinton he has 
delivered many of these words on previous occasions but certainly not during a prime time audience and he 
wanted to make it clear that these were his central messages as he goes into his second year the section in 
the end when he was talking about values most of that he said in similar words in the past few months in 
memphis but 
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in the past few months in memphis but that was on a saturday and he felt his aides say that he never got the 
exposure for that speech that he certainly thought it deserved to try to pin responsibility on on people not just 
on the government all of the section on health care reform was basically a repeat of what he said in the past 
certainly there were no major breakthroughs in his international affairs section he repeated some of the 
themes that he's been stressing over these past few weeks but there's certainly no doubt that the 
centerpiece as billed of this speech was health care reform the president wanting to make certain that this is 
the year of health care and he stipulated that while at the same time he will try to implement some welfare 
reform that is going to take second place in the spring only there will be formal legislation for now though 
health care will be number one on the initiative all right wolf blitzer at the white house thanks bernie thank 
you judy when we come back the republicans turn we'll have the official grand o party response to president 
clinton's state of the union address [Music] i think the president has re-engaged the congress and the 
american public on the issue of health care and and probably will have some success with it andrea mitchell 
what are they saying at the white house in terms of when they expect to get some kind of health care 
legislation and can the president hold true to a threat to send it back if it does not guarantee universal 
coverage and perhaps it guarantees only universal access to coverage they are saying that that is the line 
that he's drawing tonight it is a variety of different ways i hope you'll share it with us we'll be back in just a 
moment [Music] abc news coverage of the president's state of the union address and the republican 
response will continue in a moment 
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let's go to the hill and our man bob franken well bernie just about everybody looks at last year as drama filled 
as it was as the opening act with health care reform being the center point of this year this is going to be the 
big test of course it's going to be a major undertaking to undo this massively complex health care system 
president clinton's most dramatic moment probably came this evening when he held up his pen and 
threatened a veto if he did not get a health care reform package that he could live with let us not forget that 
the democrats in particular and the president have bragged repeatedly that they went through the year 
without one presidential veto so when bill clinton holds up his pen and says he is ready to make a veto of 
health care legislation that he doesn't like that has to be quite a threat that has to be taken quite seriously so 
health care as wolf said is the center point of the year welfare reform is a distant second if that perhaps crime 
is second of course crime is such a confused situation up here it's going to be difficult to see exactly what 
kind of legislation is going to come out bob were you struck by the president's avoidance of the phrase 
universal coverage never once in that section did he talk about universal coverage he said if the legislation 
you send me does not guarantee every american private health insurance well of course right now we have a 
variety of health care plans up here they range from single payer which would be the canadian style which of 
course would provide the universal coverage under the auspices of the government but the criticism has 
been from conservatives that what president clinton is proposing is in effect some sort of socialized system 
he wants to back away from that he realizes that he's have to going to have to compromise a lot so when he 
avoids phrases like that that's really a little bit of an olive branch to those with whom he's going to have to 
compromise and quickly because we're less than a minute away from senator bob dole's response the 
republican from kansas what about this idea of linkage welfare 
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what about this idea of linkage welfare and health insurance reform well of course that linkage was provided 
by the chairman of the senate finance committee pat moynihan welfare reform of course has been a pet 
issue of his just about since he has been in public office so that linkage was provided by a man who he must 
have on his side if he's going to get either health reform or welfare reform do you think he won any 
republican converts tonight this is an election year i don't think this is a year when you're in converts on the 
other side of the issue on the other side of the aisle what you hope to do is to come up with some sort of 
program which will make both sides happy and get them some political advantage bernie okay now let's go 
to senator dole good evening i'm bob dole the senate republican leader tonight i'm speaking for 
congressional republicans republican governors state legislators mayors and other elected officials and i 


hope for you if you believe as we do that america's taxes should be lower that the government should spend 
less that the people not the government should control more and that our arms forces must be strong now 
here in congress we're the minority party the democrats have many more votes than we do in both the house 
and the senate so when the president spoke tonight and he did a good job he knew that whatever he really 
wants he stands a good chance of getting because most democrats will vote with him and when republicans 
believe president clinton is moving america in the right direction as he did with the north american free trade 
agreement then he can count on our votes and our cooperation too but far more often than not the president 
and his democrat majority have taken what we believe is the wrong fork in the road not just on one or two 
matters of policy but on their entire approach to government and health care is a good example the president 
mrs clinton deserve credit for starting the debate it has been very helpful 
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been very helpful now nearly a year later we really better understand this most important issue we know that 
america has the best health care system in the world that people from every corner of the globe come here 
when they need the very best treatment and that our goal should be to ensure that every american has 
access to this system of course there are many americans with a sick child or sick parent in real need both in 
rural and urban america our country has health care problems but not a health care crisis but we will have a 
crisis if we take the president's medicine a massive overdose of government control how massive my 
colleague senator arlen specter of pennsylvania has prepared a chart of what the health care bureaucracy 
would look like under the president's plan and i'd like to show you this chart it's a great big chart it contains 
207 boxes it would take a long time to fully explain it and frankly i have difficulty understanding it myself let 
me point out some of the new bureaucracies that the president's plan will create create way up here is the 
national health board over here is the advisory commission on regional variations of health expenditures and 
here's the national institute for healthcare workforce development now you and i are way down here way at 
the bottom i don't know why we're not at the top but we're at the bottom now the president's idea is to put a 
mountain of bureaucrats between you and your doctor for example if you or a family member want to receive 
care from a specialist or a clinic outside your own state let's say you live in kansas you want to go to 
minnesota then you probably can't do it without asking for approval and under his plan information about 
your health and your treatment can be sent to a national data bank without your approval and that's a 
compromise of privacy 
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compromise of privacy none of us should accept now these are just two examples but there are many many 
more clearly the president is asking you to trust the government more than you trust your doctor and 
yourselves with your lives and the lives of your loved ones more cost less choice more taxes less quality 
more government control and less control for you and your family that's what the president's government-run 
plan is likely to give you now we can fix our most pressing problems without performing a triple bypass 
operation on our health care system we can do it without the estimated one trillion dollar gap yes one trillion 
dollar gap between the administration's own projections their projections of spending under the plan and the 
funds available to pay for it and we can do it now republicans and i believe many many democrats are ready 
to vote for legislation containing some common sense solutions solutions like guaranteeing interrupted 
coverage to everyone who is insured even if you leave or lose your job and guarantee that your coverage 
cannot be denied because of a serious illness or pre-existing condition giving relief to small businesses by 
allowing them to join together to buy insurance that lowers the rates that saves them money giving 
individuals like yourselves who buy their own insurance 100 percent tax deduction changing the law to allow 
you to open your own medical savings account or to buy what we refer to or call medical iris and helping 
uninsured low-income americans pay for coverage through tax credits or vouchers and finally cutting 
government red tape and reforming medical malpractice laws that make our health care system so 
expensive a debate on the president's massive and complex program will continue for most of the year but 
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will continue for most of the year but the changes i just mentioned can be made now so why wait why not act 
to put you and your family in control of your health care right now this evening the president also spoke at 
length about crime and he's right we all must take responsibility as individuals and after years of debate 
many democrats are now joining republicans behind this view criminals are not the victims of society society 
is a victim of criminals and the best way to make america's streets and schools and homes safer is to put 
violent criminals in jail and to keep them there and most provisions of this bill do just that it passed the 
senate last november by a vote of 94-4 now let me give you just a few examples life imprisonment for those 
convicted of three violent felonies call it three strikes and you're in you're in for life tough mandatory 
sentences for those who use a gun in the commission of a crime violent juveniles will be treated as adults 
when they use a gun in a crime but as you know very well just putting criminals behind bars is not enough 
there is a big big second step and that's padlocking the revolving door keeping violent criminals in jail for 
their entire sentence a 20-year sentence should mean just that 20 years are darn close to it not 5 not 10 not 
even 15. so this bill would authorize 10 new regional prisons federal prisons but before states can send their 
violent criminals to those prisons they must adopt truth and sentencing laws in other words if you do the 
crime you're really going to do the time now the senate has passed tough crime bills before but every time 
we do liberal 
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but every time we do liberal congressional democrats remove the toughest provisions and that must not 
happen again republicans want president clinton to sign the toughest bill possible and i've got the toughest 
bill around this town in my hands right now here it is here it is we hope the house passes it we hope the 
senate the president will sign it now the president used some tough tough language tonight and that's good 
but will he follow through and will he act on it will he insist on the tough provisions like 10 new regional 
federal prisons like truth and sentencing laws like tough mandatory sentences for using a gun and the death 
penalty for drug kingpins unfortunately the administration has damaged its credibility on the crime issue by 
cutting the federal prison construction budget by 20 percent and by the 94 percent cut in the drug czar's 
office and yes the talk of the administration of legalizing drugs doesn't help much either now many people 
are confused when the president's actions appear different than these words for example the president talks 
about education but he opposes school choice which could give parents more control over the education of 
their children he promised and welfare as we know it yet everyone waits for his proposal in the meantime 
republicans here in congress and republican governors across the nation are fighting for changes that make 
work and self-sufficiency and reducing illegitimacy top priorities the president promised a middle-class tax cut 
yet he and his party imposed the largest tax tax increase in american history this 255 billion dollar tax 
increase was opposed by every republican in the house and in the senate we hope his higher taxes will not 
cut short the economic recovery and declining interest rates that he inherited the two-year mark coming at 
the end of this year is when 
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coming at the end of this year is when the economy usually starts to feel the results of the new 
administration's policies instead of stifling growth and expansion to higher taxes and increased government 
regulations republicans would take america in a different direction and we can do that through alternatives 
that reward risk taking and the creation of new jobs and they give our small business men and women relief 
from the heavy hand of government but the president told you tonight that the deficit is projected to decrease 
next year and that's true after all the largest tax increase in american history would decrease any deficit 
temporarily but in the words of paul harvey i want to tell you the rest of the story under his budget 
government spending will increase by at least 343 billion dollars in the next five years and in the same time 
period the non-partisan let me repeat the nonpartisan congressional budget office projects that one trillion 
will be added to our national debt now the one place the president has cut drastically is precisely the wrong 
place national security slashed to the lowest level since before pearl harbor history tells us and many of us 
know firsthand that america cannot afford to have a hollow military nor can we afford to let the united nations 
dictate what is in america's national interest but i want to close tonight by talking about america the greatest 


country on the face of the earth i believe america has an enduring mission a mission of leadership 50 years 
ago when hitler's tyranny was on the march it was only because of strong american leadership that freedom 
was preserved in the cold war for millions behind the iron curtain and in the many nations that depended on 
us to protect them it was again only because of strong american leadership that freedom prevailed and now 
as 
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that freedom prevailed and now as countries that were tyrannies learned democracy as people learn about 
free markets where a short time ago buying and selling without the state's permission was illegal the world 
again waits and wants strong and needs strong american leadership so that freedom will endure you know 
many times over the past few years right here in this office in the capital i met with representatives from the 
new emerging democracies some were leaders of their countries some are ordinary citizens some had been 
in jail for many years for just speaking out in public and they all told me about the same thing some with tears 
in their eyes some could hardly speak and they all said we want to be like america that's what they said we 
want to be like america in this great good and generous nation the american mission endures here at home 
and around the world we are at stewards and it's up to us to ensure that wherever the road divides that 
america takes the right path remains true to our mission of leadership and remains the light and the hope of 
humanity thank you and to the people of southern california please know that all of us in washington will be 
working with governor wilson and your congressional delegation to provide the help you need and if you'd 
like a copy of this chart just write senator arlen specter care of the capital washington d.c thank you and 
good night the republican response from the republican leader in the senate bob dole of kansas when we 
come back reaction in the thoughts of an advisor to president clinton and a former republican labor secretary 
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